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god Atua that he had made from clay and baked in the sun*
On the base of it he inscribed some verses written by his friend
Charles Morice* They were a lament for the dead gods of
Oceania and told of a Polynesian Eve who could only sigh as
she contemplated her sterile bosom* But because he had set the
statuette aside in a hut of its own, the Europeans of Atuana
began to gossip that he prostrated himself before it* It was an
Atua of his own imagining, with a stout squat body reminiscent
of the Buddhas that possible Javanese immigrants to the islands
in the early ages might have brought with them. It was
clothed in a cape, below which its flit body bulged, while its
head was high and domed* The back was still" and straight and
the shoulders drooped so that the arms lay along the body with
the misformed hands on the knees* On the face there lay a
strange half-smiling grin.
The Mission could not ignore this phantasy of Gauguin's
mind and chose to sec in it, besides a sneer at themselves, a
rival shrine to the Mission Church itself* But it was not part of
Gauguin's scheme to repel the Mission, being merely an
imagined symbol of the islands* The more, however, that
the Mission showed that they disapproved the greater was
Gauguin's pleasure* The feud that had begun with the purchase
of his land was to last even after his death.
In spite of these troubles Gauguin's decision to come to
the Marquesas seemed to him to have been fully justified. The
improvement in his health that enabled him to assist in the
building of his hut, allowed him also to paint with a renewed
vigour that compensated for the months of total inactivity
which he had passed before leaving Tahiti* Me was able, in spite
of the teachings of the Mission, to find models with more ease
than in Tahiti and he soon began to run short of canvas. From
Vollard he had been expecting, for more than a year, a stock
of canvas and colours but the materials had not yet arrived*
Towards the end of the year the position became critical, for
it was announced that, after its December visit, the schooner
which came once a month from Tahiti with the mails was to